
CN ROUNDHOUSE & CONFERENCE CENTRE – GRAND OPENING, JUNE 30, 2010 
 
It was a beautiful day at the West Coast Railway Heritage Park, as invited guests began arriving 
for one of the most significant events in the history of the WCRA. This would be the day on 
which the massive fundraising and construction project of the last five years would move 
forward, the grand opening of the new CN Roundhouse and Conference Centre. 
 
On the mezzanine level of the new building, a reception area was set up and ready to go in 
recognition of those who had donated to and supported the project financially over the building 
period. Decked out in green and gold décor, the area gave a great view over the sprawling Grand 
Hall where guests were arriving for the official ceremonies which would start at 1130. Inside the 
main entrance, the John Hardie Mitchell Gallery  had an exhibit of historic photos of Squamish, 
provided by the Squamish Historical Society, as well as the WCRA’s 1937 Ford, the former PGE 
railway inspection car. 
 
At 1130, the official party assembled on the stage and things got underway. Don Evans, 
President & CEO of West Coast Railway Association welcomed everyone to this great event, 
noting that it was a great milestone not only for the WCRA but also for the community of 
Squamish and the entire Sea to Sky region. Don provided a visual tour of the new building, 
noting its multiple usage as both a year round exhibit building for heritage preservation as well 
as its being a most unique special event venue. The three level, 21,000 square foot building, with 
its state of the art geo thermal heating system, has come in at a total of $8.3 million, and is now 
ready for use. 
 
Don brought greetings from WCRA’s Patron, His Honour Stephen Point, Lieutenant Governor of 
British Columbia and Minister of Canadian Heritage the Honourable James Moore, neither of 
whom was able to be there in person. 
 
        John Weston, MP West Vancouver / 
        Sea to Sky / Sunshine Coast was the  
        first speaker, and recalled his   
        successful efforts to find funding  
        from the Federal Government  
        towards the project in the form of a  
        Canada Cultural Spaces Fund grant.  
        He noted the positive effect the new  
        facility will have on the Sea to Sky  
        area and the local community.  
 
Joan McIntyre, MLA West Vancouver – Sea to Sky spoke next and recalled being there right at 
the start of the project when a Community Investment grant was presented from the Province of 
British Columbia, a match for the first private sector funds to get the project underway. She 
related how she had watched the project progress over the years to this great day. 
 
Rob Kirkham , Acting Mayor for the District of Squamish, brought greetings from Mayor and 
Council and noted the positive economic impact that the Railway Heritage Park and this new 



facility provided to Squamish. He related how exciting it was that the community now had a 
location with the event capacity that the new roundhouse will have. 
 

� 
David McLean, Chairman of CN, then took the podium and shared with the crowd how CN 
came to grant the donation to this project that resulted in the naming of the new facility the CN 
Roundhouse & Conference Centre. He noted that this was the largest donation to a single 
organization ever granted by CN and said that CN respected the professional development of the 
West Coast Railway Heritage Park and supported it as a good model in the preservation of 
railway heritage. He also shared the importance of the railways on Canada’s development and 
economy, not just in the past but also today, and noted CN’s leading role in the industry as North 
America’s most productive and profitable railway. David then asked Don to unveil the special 
memento from CN on the occasion of the dedication of the new facility, a lovely restored steam 
locomotive brass bell (off CN steam loco 3449) mounted on a stand with a plaque noting the 
occasion. This will be permanently installed in the entrance lobby of the building.  
Also to be installed in the entry is a beautiful painting of CN 6060 near Mount Robson, donated 
by artist Max Jacquiard and presented by WCRA member Dave Emmington. 
 
The crowd then moved to the big doors at the Track 4 entry to the building, where a green ribbon 
was strung across them. Ron Anderson, Chair of the board of WCRA and David McLean, 
Chairman of the Board of CN, did the honours as Ron cut the ribbon, and David pronounced, “I 
now declare the CN Roundhouse & Conference Centre officially open”. A cheer and applause 
went up from the crowd of approximately 350 who were in attendance. 

The doors of Track Four then were swung open revealing a wonderful sight outside, the Royal 
Hudson #2860 steaming and the newly installed turntable (donated originally by CN some years 
ago) fully restored and ready. The crowd assembled on a platform constructed over track four as 
well as on the upper deck of the roundhouse, and with the grand sound of both her whistles, 
#2860 steamed forward and eased onto the turntable. With great skill, the crew of engineer 
Mark Liggins , fireman Andy Faris and conductor Roy Crowston brought the locomotive to a 
stop exactly 18 inches from the end of the track – exactly where it was to be. It was a perfect 
conclusion to the planned ceremony and everyone was impressed and pleased with how it went. 



 

 



And so was concluded a very important day in the history of the West Coast Railway 
Association. In his closing remarks, Don Evans noted that although the building was now opened 
and could be put to work, it was still far from being finished. Fundraising must continue as we 
have several things yet to put in place to have the building properly equipped and furnished. But, 
for now, it is time to celebrate and offer thanks to so many who have helped bring this dream 
forward to reality. The CN Roundhouse & Conference Centre is now ready for business. 

 

FIRST EXHIBITS OPEN IN THE CN ROUNDHOUSE & CONFEREN CE CENTRE 

The new CN Roundhouse & Conference Centre is first and foremost a wonderful new year round 
exhibit building that becomes part of the regular guest tour at the West Coast Railway Heritage 
Park. It started this operation on July 1, 2010, even as only the first items were moved inside. 
First into the building (and in place before the grand opening) was the historic business car CPR 
#16 British Columbia. This was a most fitting move, as it is the very first piece of rolling stock 
acquired by the WCRA, starting everything off way back in 1963. As an all wood car, the BC 
will benefit from the new climate controlled environment ensuring her preservation under the 
best of conditions. The BC is placed on track 2 of the new roundhouse. 

On Canada Day, July 1, 2010, Royal Hudson #2860 also moved in as the second piece of rolling 
stock. Located on Track 7, she makes an imposing sight inside the building, and showcases just 
how spacious the new facility is. 

 
More exhibits will locate into the building as the summer progresses. If you haven’t seen this for 
yourself, it’s time for a visit to the West Coast Railway Heritage Park. 


